
 
FULL BOARD MINUTES 

 
DATE:  June 19, 2008 
TIME:  6:00 P.M. 
PLACE: NYU Silver Building, 32 Waverly Place, Room 703 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Steve Ashkinazy, Keen Berger, Tobi Bergman, Makrand 
Bhoot, Carter Booth, Sigrid Burton, Lisa Cannistracci, Dalton Conley, Maria Passannante Derr, 
Doris Diether, Ian Dutton, Harriet Fields, Sheelah Feinberg, Edward Gold, David Gruber, Jo 
Hamilton, Brad Hoylman, Chair, Community Board #2, Manhattan (CB#2, Man.), Zella Jones, 
Susan Kent, Arthur Kriemelman, Evan Lederman, Raymond Lee, Edward Ma, Jason Mansfield, 
Jane McCarthy, Rosemary McGrath, Judy Paul, Lois Rakoff, David Reck, Erin Roeder, Rocio 
Sanz, Wendy Schlazer, Arthur Z. Schwartz, James Solomon, Richard Stewart, Sean Sweeney, 
Annie Washburn, Carol Yankay, Elaine Young, Jin Ren Zhang 
BOARD MEMBERS EXCUSED: Anne Hearn, Amanda Kahn, Ke-Wei Ma, Robert 
Riccobono, Shirley Secunda, Shirley H. Smith, Naomi Wender 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Elizabeth Gilmore, Renee Kaufman 
 
The following is excerpted from Full Board Minutes which are viewable at: 
www.CB2Manhattan.org on the Archives page  
 
INSTITUTIONS 
 
Proposal to preserve the Provincetown Theater 
 
Whereas : NYU had originally wanted to demolish the entire building located at 135-139 
MacDougal Street  and rebuild with a new theater  and  
 
Whereas: After very strong community advocacy to save the original theater, NYU, responding 
to these concerns  created new plans to  preserve the original theater and 
 



Whereas:   The design of the new building, although somewhat higher, is in keeping with the 
approximate scale and proportions of the existing building and is generally harmonious with the 
surrounding environment and   
 
Whereas: After a well attended public forum meeting as well as extensive discussions under the 
auspices of Borough President Scott Stringer’s  Community Task Force on NYU Development  
several critical issues where brought to the attention of NYU. These included concerns about 
construction protocol and safety measures during both demolition and construction, the need to 
do extensive engineering surveying of the subsurface as it is know that the building sits on loose 
rubble and possibly under a substrata creek , the need to shore up and take extraordinary 
measures to insure that the preserved Provincetown  Theater and the adjoining and nearby 
historic buildings to the south and west   are  not damaged in any way whatsoever during the 
demolition and construction and that  both the Theater exterior  brick façade and interior  space 
of the Theater be restored and any historic elements that still exist be included into that 
restoration,   among other pertinent comments  that were made and  
 
Whereas : NYU  as has  agreed to adopt the recommendation and incorporate  the concerns 
expressed in those meetings  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved that Community Board 2 supports the NYU plans to preserve the 
Provincetown Theater, and in that context accepts the plan to demolish the buildings of 135-139 
Macdougal Street and construct a new building on the vacated lot following the bulk, height and 
design as presented to the community 
 
Be It Further Resolved That this expression of support is with the understanding that NYU has 
agreed to the following: 
 
1. That all possible measures to insure the integrity of the Theater and the neighboring 
buildings are protected during demolition and construction and that all necessary monitoring 
and regular inspections of the theater and surrounding building be rigidly adhered to, including 
TPPN #10-88  
2. That NYU take into account the constructions protocols being issued by Community 
Board 2  
3. That the exterior and interior of the Theater be restored and that NYU make every 
attempt to use whatever historic and or original furniture or other elements that are available and 
that the existing brick be retained on the exterior façade    
4. That all efforts be made to work with the neighboring building owners to the south and 
west of the site to mitigate the light and air issues that will result form the extension of the 
building towards the rear lot 
5. That NYU make every effort to create an exhibit within either the actual Theater or the 
newly created building that details the rich history of the Theater and building  
6. That NYU come back to Community Board on a regular basis with more design details 
such as the brick, window and façade materials and also create material boards so the 
community can see the progress  
7. That NYU look into the feasibility of opening the Theater to neighborhood theater 
companies especially during downtimes like the summer and intersession periods and in general 



making the theater either through better public notice or other methods more accessible and 
open to the non NYU public  
8. That NYU agrees to maintain the Theater as a permanent performance facility in 
perpetuity. 
 
Be It Also Further Resolved and Noted That while there was also much advocacy to preserve 
the entire building and not just the theater, the Community Board felt that a realistic 
compromise was struck and  
 
Be It Also Further Resolved and Noted that NYU should be commended for its outreach to 
the community and for treating the proposal not as an “as of right” project which they could 
have  , but to work within the  guidelines and principles  established by the Stringer  Community 
Task Force (which NYU has formally signed onto ) and to bring the proposal  to the Community 
Board  for support and guidance.  The Community Board also commends the hard work of the 
Task Force in working out the solution   
 
Vote:  37 Board members in favor, 1 in opposition and 2 abstentions. 
 


